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(fc A client device that is configured If or communications with a multiplicity of 
client devices via a communications network, comprising: 
means for effecting an advertisement download communication link between the 
client device and an advertisement distribution server system, via the communications 
network, at selected advertisement download tidies; 

means for effecting a data communication link with a data communications service 
provider, via the communications network, wherein the advertisement download 
communication link and the data communication link are separate communication links; 

means for downloading advertisements from the advertisement distribution server 
system via the advertisement download communication link; 

^/means for storing downloaded adv^tisements on a storage medium associated with the 
client device; and 

^means for displaying at least selected ones of the stored advertisements, in accordance 
with ad display parameters prescribed by the advertisement distribution server system. 



2. The client device as set fortlff in Claim 1, wherein: 
2 each means element comprise^ respective functions of software installed on the client 

device; and 

4 the advertisement distribution server system is controlled by a vendor of the software. 

3. The client device as sej forth in Claim 1, wherein the communications network 
2 comprises the Internet. 

4. The client device as sfet forth in Claim 2, wherein the software is subsidized by 
2 revenues attributable to the downloaded advertisements. 



5. The client device as abt forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters include 
at least one of the following paipmeters: 
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the maximum time that the associated advertisement is to be displayed each time that it 
4 is displayed; 

the maximum cumulative time that the associated advertisement is to be displayed; 
6 the maximum number of times per <piy that the associated advertisement is to be 

displayed; 

8 the start date/time before which the ^sociated advertisement should not be displayed; 

and 

10 the end date/time after which the as^bciated advertisement should not be displayed. 

6. The client device as set forth iiy Claim 2, wherein the ad display parameters include 
*S 2 at least one of the following: 

the maximum time that each stoi^d advertisement is to be displayed each time that it is 
m 4 displayed; 

~j2 the maximum cumulative time |hat each stored advertisement is to be displayed; 

v3 6 the maximum number of tiipes per day that each stored advertisement is to be 

displayed; 

^ 8 the start date/time before whilh each stored advertisement should not be displayed; and 

M the end date/time after which/each stored advertisement should not be displayed. 

O 

7. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters include 
2 at least two of the following parameters: 

the maximum time that thepssociated advertisement is to be displayed each time that it 
4 is displayed; 

the maximum cumulative ffime that the associated advertisement is to be displayed; 
6 the maximum number ofj times per day that the associated advertisement is to be 

displayed; 

8 the start date/time before|which the associated advertisement should not be displayed; 

and 

10 the end date/time after which the associated advertisement should not be displayed. 
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8. The client device as set forth in Claim wherein the ad display parameters include 
at least two of the following: 

the maximum time that each stored advertisement is to be displayed each time that it is 
displayed; 

the maximum cumulative time that eactf stored advertisement is to be displayed; 
the maximum number of times per/ day that each stored advertisement is to be 
displayed; 

the start date/time before which each/stored advertisement should not be displayed; and 
the end date/time after which each s/ored advertisement should not be displayed. 
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9. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the advertisements include main 
screen advertisements and toolbar advertisements. 

10. The client device as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the advertisements include main 
screen advertisements and toolbar advertisements. 

11. The client device as set! forth in Claim 9, wherein the ad display parameters 
associated with each of the toolbar advertisements include: 

the start date/time before whfch the associated advertisement should not be displayed; 

and 

the end date/time after whiclf the associated advertisement should not be displayed. 



12. The client device as set forth in Claim 10, wherein the ad display parameters 
include the following parameters associated with each of the toolbar advertisements: 

the start date/time before ^hich the associated advertisement should not be displayed; 

and 

the end date/time after whSch the associated advertisement should not be displayed. 



13. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the means for displaying at least 
selected ones of the stored ad\jbrti semen ts displays the at least selected ones of the stored 
advertisements in a linear manngr. 
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14. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the means for displaying at least 
selected ones of the stored advertisements displays the at least selected ones of the stored 
advertisements in a random manner. / 

15. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the means for displaying at least 
selected ones of the stored advertisements displays the at least selected ones of the stored 
advertisements in a linear sequence according to the order in which the advertisements are 
stored on the storage medium. / 

16. The client device as set forttf in Claim 1, wherein the means for displaying at least 
selected ones of the stored advertisenpnts displays the at least selected ones of the stored 
advertisements in an order prescribed ay the advertisement distribution server system. 

17. The client device as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the ad display parameters are 
prescribed by a vendor of the software. 

18. The client device as setjforth in Claim 1, further comprising means for monitoring 
user activity, wherein: I 

at least one of the ad displafy parameters is a face time duration parameter that specifies 
a face time duration for at least onp of the stored advertisements; 

the means for displaying at least selected ones of the stored advertisements displays 
the at least selected ones of the scored advertisements for the face time duration prescribed by 
the associated face time duration? parameter; and 

the face time duration comprises a time period during which at least a prescribed 
minimum level of user activity Is detected. 

19. The client device as set forth in Claim 18, wherein the user activity comprises any 
user action that is indicative of user interaction with the software. 
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20. The client device as set forth in Claim 18, wherein the user activity comprises any 
user action that is indicative of the user viewing a display screen associated with the client 
device. / 

21. The client device as set forth in fflaim 18, wherein the user activity comprises any 
of the following user actions: / 

movement of a pointer device associated with the client device; and 
use of an input device associated with the client device. 

22. The client device as set form in 18, wherein the user activity comprises any of the 
following user actions: / 

movement of a mouse associated with the client device; 

clicking of a mouse button associated with the mouse; and 

movement of one or more kevs of a keyboard associated with the client device. 

23. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters 
specify, for each of prescribed ones of the at least selected ones of the advertisements, how 
many times that advertisement is fo be displayed for a given time period, and how long that 
advertisement is to be displayed each time that it is displayed. 

24. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters 
specify, for each of prescribed ones of the at least selected ones of the advertisements, how 
many times that advertisement is to be displayed for a given time period. 

25. The client devicelas set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters 
specify, for each of prescribes ones of the at least selected ones of the advertisements, how 
long that advertisement is to be displayed each time that it is displayed. 

26. The client device 
specify, for each of prescribe 



as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters 
ones of the at least selected ones of the advertisements, a start 
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date/time before which the associated advertisement should not be displayed, and the end 
date/time after which the associated advertisement should not be displayed. 

27. The client device as set forth in/Claim 23, wherein the ad display parameters 
specify, for each of the prescribed ones of tip at least selected ones of the advertisements, a 
start date/time before which the associated advertisement should not be displayed, and the end 
date/time after which the associated advertisement should not be displayed. 

28. The client device as set forfh in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters 
specify, for each of prescribed ones of tjhe at least selected ones of the advertisements, the 

% ~ total/cumulative amount of time that advertisement is to be displayed. 

m 29. The client device as set fiprth in Claim 23, wherein the ad display parameters 

-% 2 specify, for each of the prescribed ones of the at least selected ones of the advertisements, the 

%Q total/cumulative amount of time that advertisement is to be displayed. 

[jf 30. The client device as set forth in Claim 27, wherein the ad display parameters 

h& 2 specify, for each of the prescribed ones of the at least selected ones of the advertisements, the 

;i total/cumulative amount of time thai advertisement is to be displayed. 
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31. The client device as /set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters 
include any one or more of the following parameters for each advertisement to be displayed: 

a maximum face time th^ the associated advertisement is to be displayed each time 
that it is displayed; 

a maximum cumulative fSce time that the associated advertisement is to be displayed; 
the maximum number qf times per day that the associated advertisement is to be 
displayed; 

the start date/time beforl which the associated advertisement should not be displayed; 

and 

the end date/time after \flhich the associated advertisement should not be displayed; 
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wherein the face time comprises a tim^ period during which a prescribed minimum 
level of user activity occurs. 



32. The client device as set fortlj in Claim 31, further comprising means for 
monitoring user activity to detect whether tfle prescribed minimum level of user activity has 
occurred. 



, Ft 



U 2 



33. The client device as set fortm in Claim 1, wherein the means for downloading 
advertisements downloads advertisement^ identified in at least one playlist generated by at 
least one playlist server. 

34. The client device as set fortlf in Claim 33, further comprising: 
means for generating a cookief containing information describing user/client device 



behavior and/or user demographics; an! 



ki 



means for transmitting the cookie to the at least one playlist server. 



35. The client device as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ad display parameters 
include any one or more of the following parameters for each advertisement to be displayed: 

a maximum face time that 'he associated advertisement is to be displayed each time 
that it is displayed; and j 

a maximum cumulative face time that the associated advertisement is to be displayed; 
wherein the face time coipprises a time period during which a prescribed minimum 
level of user activity occurs. 



36. The client device I as set forth in Claim 35, further comprising means for 
monitoring user activity to detect whether the prescribed minimum level of user activity has 
occurred. 



37. The client device a: 
user action that is indicative of 



set forth in Claim 35, wherein the user activity comprises any 
lser interaction with the software. 
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38. The client device as set forth in Clainf 35, wherein the user activity comprises any 
2 user action that is indicative of the user viewinjg a display screen associated with the client 

device. 

39. The client device as set forth in Cl|iim 35, wherein the user activity comprises any 
2 of the following user actions: 

movement of a pointer device associated with the client device; and 
4 use of an input device associated witn the client device. 

40. The client device as set forth iij 35, wherein the user activity comprises any of the 
2 following user actions: 

movement of a mouse associated \frith the client device; 
4 clicking of a mouse button associated with the mouse; and 

movement of one or more keys of a keyboard associated with the client device. 

41. The client device as set fprth in Claim 33, wherein the at least one playlist is 
2 customized to the user/client device. 

42. The client device as setjtorth in Claim 33, wherein the at least one playlist is 
2 tailored to the user/client device. 

43. The client device as set forth in claim 34, wherein the at least one playlist is 
2 generated by the at least one playlisy server for the user/client device based at least partially on 

the information contained in the cookie. 

44. The client device as let forth in Claim 33, wherein the at least one playlist is 
2 generated by the at least one plajfylist server based at least partially on user demographics 

and/or user/client device behavior 



45. The client device as set forth in Claim 33, wherein: 



-80- 



[QCPA000385] . EJ437701016US 

2 each means element comprises respective frictions of software installed on the client 

device; and 

4 the at least one playlist server is controlled/by a vendor of the software. 

46. The client device as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the software is e-mail software. 

47. The client device as set forth in Claim 45, wherein the software is e-mail software 

48. The client device as set forth in ($laim 1, wherein the data communications service 
2 provider is an e-mail service provider. 

N 49. The client device as set forth i$ Claim 1, wherein the data communications service 

fn 2 provider is an Internet service provider. 

=~ 

vO 50. The client device as set fortff in Claim 1, wherein the means for displaying at least 

- hS 2 selected ones of the stored advertisements comprises displays the at least selected ones of the 
stored advertisements when the client device is offline. 

'l~ z 51. A client device that is configured for communications with a multiplicity of other 

2 client devices via a communications ffietwork, comprising: 

means for effecting an advertisement download communication link between the 
4 client device and an advertisement distribution server system, via the communications 

network, at selected advertisement/download times; 
6 means for effecting a data communication link with a data communications service 

provider, via the communications network, wherein the advertisement download 
8 communication link and the datajcommunication link are separate communication links; 

means for downloading advertisements from the advertisement distribution server 
10 system via the advertisement download communication link; 

means for storing downloaded advertisements on a storage medium associated with the 
12 client device; and 
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means for displaying at least selected tfnes of the stored advertisements, in accordance 
14 with ad display parameters prescribed by the Advertisement distribution server system, 
wherein: 

16 each means element comprises respective functions of software installed on the client 

device; 

18 the communications network cortfprises the Internet; and 

the ad display parameters include at least one of the following parameters: 
20 the maximum time that the assqpiated advertisement is to be displayed each time that it 

is displayed; 

22 the maximum cumulative timrfthat the associated advertisement is to be displayed; 

"ff the maximum number of tidies per day that the associated advertisement is to be 

SI 24 displayed; 

the start date/time before w^ich the associated advertisement should not be displayed; 

26 and 

ty the end date/time after whi£h the associated advertisement should not be displayed. 
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